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9 January 1865

Holland, Michigan

Elder Broek was appointed chairman of the consistory meeting of the First Reformed Church in
the absence of Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte. A committee reported on the funds pledged for
minister's salary, new parsonage, and travel expenses. There seemed to be some lack of
unanimity on the part of members about the direction in which the consistory was moving in
reference to calling a minister. A congregational meeting would be called in two weeks.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. II, pp. 227-228.
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Consistory Meeting of January 9, 1865
Absent: Brother Vork.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Brother Wilterdink.
ARTICLE 2 — Brother Broek was chosen as chairman.
ARTICLE 3 — The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.
ARTICLE 4 — A membership transfer was asked by Minderhout for his wife, who,
according to his letter, wishes to join the English congregation here. The majority of the
assembly judged that the wishes of this woman ought to be presented by herself, to avoid
any irregularity. It was decided to appoint a committee to ask the woman herself about
her desire. The committee consists of Keppel and Wakker.
ARTICLE 5 — In connection with a letter requesting assistance, it was decided in fourteen
days to take a collection in the church on behalf of sick and wounded soldiers.
ARTICLE 6 — As a result of letters received from various Boards, calling attention to the
decision of synod of 1862, requesting monthly collections for the support of their work, a
committee of de Bruin and Wakker was appointed to advise in this matter.
ARTICLE 7 — The committee of the congregation entered the meeting and presented a
report concerning the pledge list, which is as follows:
For the parsonage
For travel expenses
For the salary
$127.75
Mr. van Rij $116.75
52.00
$ 45.00
65.00
Mr. Hesselink
14.00
93.00
98.00
Mr. Reidsema
9.00
15.00
10.00
Mr. Schaap
$286.75
$101.25
$284.75
Totals
In addition, 35 pledged $28.35; and 21 and 18 and 4 pledged varying amounts.
The report of Reidsema was, in general, similar to that of Hesselink. There were some
who were completely unwilling and withdrew themselves entirely from support. Others,
who did not sign the pledge, nevertheless, indicated that they were willing to make some
contribution. Still others were extremely hesitant, and uncertain. In general, there was a
fairly good attitude. The report of Mr. van Rij was not as favorable and there was more
dissatisfaction and opposition. J. Schaap was not present. He had informed the clerk that
he had found only minimal interest for cooperation in his district, and many critical
comments about the present pastor and consistory. Still others, who live a long distance
from the church, use this as their reason for not giving, etc.
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ARTICLE 8— The judgment of the majority of the committee was that this matter should
not go further, but that a congregational meeting should be scheduled.
ARTICLE 9 — It was proposed that the committee be thanked, in the name of the
consistory, by the president for their faithful day-by-day execution of the task laid upon
them.
ARTICLE 10— It was decided to have a congregational meeting in fourteen days at 1:30
in the afternoon. It was decided that the books of the congregation, as far as finances are
concerned, will be reviewed on Friday at 6:30 P.M.
The meeting was closed with prayer by Brother de Bruin.
G. Wakker, clerk
Consistory Meeting of January 16, 1865
Absent: Brothers Keppel, de Bruin, Broek, and Vork.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by the clerkAamper served as
chairman.
ARTICLE 2 — The minutes of the previous meeting wedread and approved.
ARTICLE 3— The committee to visit the wife of mderhout reported through Wakker
that the woman affirmed that the request of her husband was made voluntarily by her,
because her husband has now become a memblof the Second Church, and, after all, it is
one church, and she wished to belong to it as/tell. As a result, it was decided to grant
her a transfer to the Second or English church.
ARTICLE 4 — A request for membership/transfer for I. P. Thibout was brought, via
Brother Labots. Thibout desires to join/he Second Church (English) locally. It was
decided to grant this transfer of memb?rship Membership received for Albert Bakker
and Geertje Bakker, nee Sipma, from Grand Rapids, dated September 5, 1864.
ARTICLE 5 — The report concernink the financial books as follows: The books are in
order. There is a shortage of $90.06 in the benevolence fund. There is a short of $84.71
in the church expenses account. $1,646.74 is still remaining in unpaid obligations from
1863, 1864 and 1865.
ARTICLE 6 — W. Brouwer requ sted additional reimbursement for the tolling of the bell.
It was decided to give him $5.00 per month, until the coming election, because the daily
tolling of the bell is not necessary for the church service.

